
 
 
 
  
 
Note 1: While due diligence has been applied in the 
research of this information, responsibility for any errors 
is the ultimate responsibility of the end-user. 
Note 2: Any corrections or additions would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
“Any work of history is necessarily a joint venture” Author 
Unknown 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank John 
O’Donnell (27-008) for informing us of Frank Raezer’s 
passing. 
Dave Kavanagh 
SSHS 
 
2026.07.22: 
Obituary: Franklin “Frank”  L. Raezer 
Courtesy: James Terry Funeral Home.com 
https://www.jamesterryfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Fran
klin-L-Frank-Raezer?obId=47741466 
Note: See video on website 

  
Franklin L. “Frank” Raezer, 93, of West Chester, passed 
away on Monday, March 16, 2026, at Barclay Friends. 
He was the husband of the late Bernice “Betty” (Ebert) 
Raezer, who passed away in 2016. 
 
Born in Chester, PA on April 15,1932, he was the son of 
the late Edgar and Helen (Crooks) Raezer. Frank 
worked in ship construction management for Sun Ship 
(Penn Ship) in Chester, PA for most of his career. After 
retirement, he continued to work as a consultant in ship 
building for many years. Frank enjoyed woodworking 
and had a talent for sketching as he was a draftsman 
early in his career. He enjoyed handmaking pieces of 
furniture for his grandchildren and working on home 
improvement projects. He and his wife Betty loved to 

travel and visited numerous places around the world. 
Most of all, Frank enjoyed spending time with his family 
and friends.” 
 
Frank Raezer’s Sun Ship/Penn Ship Thumbnail 
History 
Courtesy: SSHS, Personnel Seniority Lists 
Frank’s Badge Numbers: 
25-041 (1979) Dept.25: Gen.Cargo Ship Group 
27-001 (1981) Dept.27: Bulk Cargo Special Ship Grp. 
Note: Do not have badge number information pre-1979 reflecting his 
time in Ship Repair. 

 
Frank Raezer’s Job description courtesy of John 
O’Donnell: 
“Frank was in charge of Ship Repair Sales and was 
responsible for bringing ships into the shipyard for repair 
and upgrades and also for managing the cost of the 
job while in the shipyard.” 
 
1955: Naval Architect Frank L. Pavlik congratulates 
Frank Raezer on completion of his four-year drafting 
apprenticeship. Smiling approvals are Al Ingham and 
George Wilkie of the Hull Drawing Room. 
Source: SSHS: Our Yard Magazine; Sept. 1955 

 
 
1972:Photo courtesy of Joseph Golla 
(Photo by John O’Donnell?) 
SSHS: 731_01_81_04-1r 

 
 
 
 
 

Subj: SSHS Personnel History 
Name: Raezer, Frank 
Badge: See below 
iDate: 2026.07.23 
By: Sun Ship Historical Society 
 D. Kavanagh 

 



1982.10: 
Penn Ship’s: Penn Newslog Oct. 1982 
Courtesy: SSHS 

 
 
 
1987.06.10: 
Frank Raezer wrote this ‘Records Control’ form stating 
that these records ‘must be kept for 5 years’ on June 10, 
1987. Fortunately for Sun Ship’s history, these Ship 
Repair Chronological records covering 1975 to 1980 
were recovered by SSHS during the Yard’s 2004/05 
demolition.  
SSHS#: 138_01_1-1 

 
 
Here are the three boxes of Ship Repair correspondence 
records as cataloged and stored in SSHS’s archives. 
These were found on the second floor of the old ‘Main 
Office’ building during the 2004/05 Yard demolition by 
SSHS.  
SSHS#: 138_01_1_2 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Following is a ‘Profit/Loss statement written by Frank 
Raezer pertinent to repairs performed on the tanker ‘S.S. 
Mobil Arctic at Sun Ship c. May/June, 1975, found in 
archive box 1. 
Note: The Mobil Arctic was Sun Ship’s Hull 657 and was delivered to 
the owner ‘Mobil Shipping and Transportation Co.’ on August 18, 1972 

 
SSHS#: 138_01_1_1_750630-1r 

 
 
SSHS#: 138_01_1_1_750630-2r 

 
 
 


