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Note 1: While due diligence has been applied in the
research of this information, responsibility for any errors
is the ultimate responsibility of the end-user.

Note 2: Any corrections or additions would be greatly
appreciated.

“Any work of history is necessarily a joint venture” Author
Unknown

| would like to take this opportunity to thank John
O’Donnell (27-008) for informing us of Frank Raezer’s
passing.

Dave Kavanagh

SSHS

2026.07.22:
Obituary: Franklin “Frank” L. Raezer

Courtesy: James Terry Funeral Home.com
https://www.jamesterryfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Fran
klin-L-Frank-Raezer?obld=47741466

Note: See video on website

\{
CIN
Franklin L. “Frank” Raezer, 93, of West Chester, passed
away on Monday, March 16, 2026, at Barclay Friends.
He was the husband of the late Bernice “Betty” (Ebert)
Raezer, who passed away in 2016.

Born in Chester, PA on April 15,1932, he was the son of
the late Edgar and Helen (Crooks) Raezer. Frank
worked in ship construction management for Sun Ship
(Penn Ship) in Chester, PA for most of his career. After
retirement, he continued to work as a consultant in ship
building for many years. Frank enjoyed woodworking
and had a talent for sketching as he was a draftsman
early in his career. He enjoyed handmaking pieces of
furniture for his grandchildren and working on home
improvement projects. He and his wife Betty loved to

travel and visited numerous places around the world.
Most of all, Frank enjoyed spending time with his family
and friends.”

Frank Raezer’s Sun Ship/Penn Ship Thumbnail
History

Courtesy: SSHS, Personnel Seniority Lists

Frank’s Badge Numbers:

25-041 (1979) Dept.25: Gen.Cargo Ship Group
27-001 (1981) Dept.27: Bulk Cargo Special Ship Grp.

Note: Do not have badge number information pre-1979 reflecting his
time in Ship Repair.

Frank Raezer’s Job description courtesy of John
O’Donnell:

“Frank was in charge of Ship Repair Sales and was
responsible for bringing ships into the shipyard for repair
and upgrades and also for managing the cost of the

job while in the shipyard.”

1955: Naval Architect Frank L. Pavlik congratulates
Frank Raezer on completion of his four-year drafting
apprenticeship. Smiling approvals are Al Ingham and
George Wilkie of the Hull Drawing Room.

Source: SSHS: Our Yard Magazine; Sept. 1955

CONGRATULATIONS

NAVAL ARCHITICT FRANK L PAVLIK congratulotes FRANK RAEZER on completion of his fowr yeor
drafting apprenticeship. Smviling opprovol ore Al laghom and George Wilkie of the Hull Drowing
Roam

1972:Photo courtesy of Joseph Golla
(Photo by John O’Donnell?)
SSHS: 731_01_81_04-1r

Notation on reverse of Photo: Sun Ship Party - February 1972
Left to Right: Joe Golla, Mrs. Carolyn Golla

Jack Carroll, Mrs. Carroll

Bob Filliban, Mrs. Sally Filliban

Frank Raezer, Mrs. Betty Raezer (J.0'ODonnell)



1982.10:
Penn Ship’s: Penn Newslog Oct. 1982
Courtesy: SSHS

People On The Move |

Frank Raezer (known around the shipyard circle as “Fast
Flash”) is a shipyard veteran with a wealth of knowledge and
abundance

of energy.

Starting out as a mail boy MANY YEARS AGO, he has
followed the rank and file positions through drafting, estimating
and others until reaching his present pasition as Director of Ship
Repair and Industrial Products.

Since Frank is a little on the modest side and declined to talk
about himself, the only other alternative was to talk to the peo-
ple who work for him. Now that was really interesting. However
space does not permit us to give a full report so it was decided
to hit only the high spots.

In all seriousness it was leamed that Frank is well respected
by all who know him and that he is a real pusher in his efforts. It
was also leamed that no matter how busy he was, if one needed
help all they had to was ask for it. One person said that he has a
way of remembering things, “his mind is like a storage cabinet
— once the material is filed it is kept there forever”. His staff all
agreed that he is one of a kind and when it comes to bosses he
is the best.

i It was also learned that Frank is quite proud of his staff but

does not want the word to get out. Okay, Frank, we'll keep it
quiet. Frank and his wife Betty enjoy dining out. They also enjoy traveling and just recently returned from their vacation abroad. He likes
to relax by playing golf .

1987.06.10:

Frank Raezer wrote this ‘Records Control’ form stating
that these records ‘must be kept for 5 years’ on June 10,
1987. Fortunately for Sun Ship’s history, these Ship
Repair Chronological records covering 1975 to 1980
were recovered by SSHS during the Yard’s 2004/05
demolition.

SSHS#: 138_01_1-1
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CHRONOLOGICAL RECORDS - JANUARY 1975 to JUNE 1980
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RECORDS CENTER USE ONLY

RECEIVED BY. DATE ROW SECTION SHELF

Here are the three boxes of Ship Repair correspondence
records as cataloged and stored in SSHS’s archives.
These were found on the second floor of the old ‘Main
Office’ building during the 2004/05 Yard demolition by
SSHS.

SSHS#: 138 01 1 2

Following is a ‘Profit/Loss statement written by Frank
Raezer pertinent to repairs performed on the tanker ‘S.S.
Mobil Arctic at Sun Ship c. May/June, 1975, found in

archive box 1.
Note: The Mobil Arctic was Sun Ship’s Hull 657 and was delivered to
the owner ‘Mobil Shipping and Transportation Co.” on August 18, 1972

SSHS#: 138_01_1_1_750630-1r




