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| would like to apologize for the delay in
announcing Leo Fine’s passing on August 9t, 2025
Following is our Sun Ship related history of Leo and
if there are any additions or corrections, would you
please let us know by contacting us at the email
address below

Thank You,

Dave Kavanagh
SSHS
davekav@verizon.net

1. Obituary of Leo M. Fine Jr.
Courtesy of The Donohue Funeral Homes Inc.
and son Steven Fine.

Leo M. Fine Jr.

Leo M. Fine Jr. passed away
peacefully at home on August 9,
surrounded by his loving family. He is
survived by his three children,
Elizabeth, Leo and Stephen; his
daughter-in-law, Sia; and his three
cherished grandchildren, Jessica,
Lea, and Rebecca Fine. He was
preceded in death by his devoted wife
of 50 years, Elizabeth Conroy Fine.

A highly skilled craftsman, Leo
was recognized as the top welder on
the Apollo 13 project. He served as

5 president of Local 802 Boilermakers

and Blacksmlths and dedicated 35 years to Sun Shipbuilding and
Dry Dock. Following its closure, he founded East Coast Metal
Fabricators, continuing his lifelong dedication to precision and
excellence in his trade.

Outside of Work, Leo shared his talents and energy with the
community. He coached football for the township and Sun Valley
High School, inspiring countless young athletes. A man of many
passions, he was also a gifted painter, gardener, and woodcarver.

Above all, Leo was a devoted husband, father, grandfather
and friend. His Kindness, dedication, and vibrant spirit will be
deeply missed and forever remembered by all.

2. ‘Clips’ From Sun Ship

2.1: Leo Fine’s 20th Anniversary

Photo from Sun Ship Log’s Sep. 1979
issue ‘Celebrating Anniversaries’

page.
SSHS: 706_7809_03a

Leo Fine
59-239

20 Years
Sept. 1979

2.2: Quality of Work Life: The program is a pilot program and is
a joint venture between shipyard management and the
Boilermakers Lodge No.802 in a system developed by
Participative Systems, Inc. Basically, employees from a given
work area are trained in problem-solving techniques that can
range from unsafe conditions to maintaining an adequate supply
of equipment.

QUALITY OF WORK LIFE

(See pages 4 and 5)

Joseph Costello receives his certificate of completion from Sidney P. Rubenstein, president of Participative
Systems, Inc. Looking on are Leo Fine, President of Lodge 802 and Robert H. Campbell, Sun Ship president.

SSHS: 706_7806_02c

(Note: You can read more on the Quality of Work Life program at:
SSHS Website/Published by Sun Ship/Sun Log/1980
Sep/Vol.14.No.8)



http://www.sunship.org/
mailto:davekav@verizon.net

3. Sun Ship Artifacts Donated by Leo and Steve
Fine and the Fine Family

3.1: S.S. Fort Necessity’s Launching Plaque:
This launching plaque was donated to SSHS by Leo,
Steve Fine and Family on 2022.05.15

Sun Ship’s Launch Plaque History:

It is customary to give the sponsor of the ship launched a
ceremonial plaque commemorating the launching of the vessel.
The sponsor would typically be the wife or daughter of an
executive of the company that had purchased the ship. In the
case of WWII however, there were so many ships being launched
and purchased by the Maritime Commission that sponsors were
chosen by lottery among the shipyard workers. A bottle of
champagne would be broken across the bow of the vessel, when
the ship would first start to slide towards the river, then be named
by the sponsor

S.S. Fort Necessity Launch Plaque
SSHS: 500_314_03_399r

Steve Fine donating the S.S. Fort Necessity launch plaque on
2022.05.15
SSHS: 500_314_03_01r

3.2: Leo Fine’s Local 802 ‘Presidential’
Retirement Plaque

St L e T A

Plaque given to Leo
Fine on his
retirement as
President of Local
802.

SSHS: 59 239 02_01r

3.3: Leo Fine’s Sun Ship Hardhat as Local 802
President

3.4 Leo Fine’s participation in the final

negotiation of the ‘Separation Package’ between
Sun Ship, Inc and Union Locals 802, 804 and 806
SSHS: 443 _74 012_1
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3.5: Leo Fine’s ‘25" ‘Consolidated Convention
Plaque-International Brotherhood of
Boilermakers, Iron Ship Builders, Blacksmiths,
Forgers & Helpers’

Leo Fine attended this
convention in
Vancouver, British
Columbia 8" to 12,
August 1977, as a
representative of Local

ONSOLIDATED CONVENTION ) .
e o s 802 of the Boilermakers,

Iron Ship Builders,
Blacksmiths, Forgers &

Helpers.
SSHS: 59_239_02_23r

4. East Coast Fabrication

4.1: East Coast Fabrication and Heat Treating, Inc.
leased the Shipyard’s Boiler Shop with principals;
Keith Carter and Leo Fine. Source: Philadelphia
Inquirer 1994.04.08.

4.1: Cover Page for ‘East Coast Fabrication’
Brochure
SSHS: 456_04_001

“Following its closure,

Reliability (Penn Ship) he founded
is the best (along with Keith Carter)
'East Coast Metal

quality of all

Fabricators', continuing his
lifelong dedication and
excellence in his trade.”
(From Leo Fine’s Obit)




